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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To secure the continuity between a noticed 
picture element and its peripheral output picture 
elements so as to improve picture qualities of 
characters and graphics by setting the threshold level 
when binarization is made lower than the threshold level 
at the time of normal processing in accordance with the 
dot arrangement of the peripheral output picture 
elements of the noticed picture element. 

CONSTITUTION: A binarized output storing means 1 1 1 
stores a binarizing level Pxy from a binarizing means 
108 in corresponding to positions of peripheral output 
picture elements of a noticed picture element and, when 
binarization is performed, the inside of the peripheral 
output area 112 of the noticed picture element is read 
out and outputted to a peripheral output calculating 
means 113. The means 113 reads out the peripheral 
output area 112 in the storing means 111 and, when the 
binarizing level of all or partial picture elements of 
the area 112 is a black level, sets the threshold level 
107 of the binarization, for example, lower so that the 
binarizing level of the noticed picture element can 
easily become the black level. Therefore, the continuity 
between the noticed picture element and its peripheral 



output picture elements can be secured and picture 
qualities of characters and graphics can be improved. 
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